
International Caries Detection and
Assessment System (ICDAS)

Non-cavitated lesions Cavitated lesions
ICDAS (International Caries Detection and Assessment System)

https://www.icdas.org/

Non-Cavitated Lesions Cavitated Lesions

Code 0 — Sound tooth surface; no evidence  
of caries after five seconds of air drying

Code 1 — First visual change in enamel;  
opacity or discoloration (white or brown) is  
visible at the entrance to the pit or fissure  
seen after prolonged air drying

Code 2 — Distinct visual change in enamel visible 
when wet, lesion must be visible when dry

Code 3 — Localized enamel breakdown  
(no clinical visual signs of dentinal involvement) 
when wet and after prolonged drying

Code 4 — Underlying dark shadow from dentin 

Code 5 — Distinct cavity with visible dentin

Code 6 — Extensive (more than half the surface) 
distinct cavity with visible dentin



International Caries Detection and Assessment System (ICDAS)

Same-day sealant workflow

Patient 6 – 14 years old presents for comprehensive or  
periodic exam with registered dental hygienist (RDH)

RDH completes assessments/radiographs

RDH identifies one or more 
molars are eligible for sealants

RDH discusses with parent 
sealant to be prioritized

RDH/expanded functions dental 
assistant (EFDA) utilizes sealant 

setup to complete sealants

RDH/EFDA enters  
D1351 sealant code

If sufficient time remains, complete prophylaxis/fl2;  
otherwise, make new appointment for prophylaxis

RDH identifies no molars 
are eligible for sealants

RDH enters sealant 
exclusion code (D1351)

RDH continues with visit and 
completes prophylaxis/fl2 

Document next visit

Why implement?
• Dental caries is the most common 

chronic disease in children

• Dental caries is five times  
more common than asthma

• Dental caries is four times more 
common than early childhood obesity 

• Dental caries is a primary health-
related cause for school absenteeism

How to incorporate?
• Staff performing to top of  

licensure scope

• Ready-to-go sealant kits/Isolite

• Established protocol and workflow

• Daily huddles to enhance 
communication

What outcomes expected?

• Increased productivity

• Fewer no-shows for sealants

• Increased sealant measure

• Enhanced patient concept  
of prevention
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